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Abstract

We introduced wheelchair dance to the class of "physical education" of the N Department at
K Medical junior college, and let the students learn "live together" and about "normalization"
regardless of the presence of a physical handicap.

"The image of a wheelchair" and "how the image and recognition of the wheelchair and
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disabled sports were changed", was investigated, and analyzed before and after the class.

The impression of the class of the wheelchair dance was freely described and was encoded for

analysis. Then several factors composing individual images were extracted from the data:

non non

"atmosphere", "functionality”, "part", "shape", "softness" and "intimacy".

Before the wheelchair dance class, the images of the wheelchair were generally negative,

because it was large, heavy and hard to use.

However, after the wheelchair dance class, the factors of "softness" and "shape" had gone.
Instead, the factor of "happiness’ emerged and the number of factors decreased was reduced to

non

five: "intimacy", "part", "functionality” and "atmosphere".

Taken together, we concluded that the students can perceive a wheelchair is more familiar to

them after the wheelchair dancing which actually deepened their understanding of the

physically disabled.
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